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(7J5:.Y^.  1  /.  OGICA  L     XO  TES—1 . 


U.  S.  GRANT, 


ASCOSlff  [![  G811,  [IrPclll, 


At  this  soleiiiii  and  iiniirossive 
time,  when  everything  relating;  to  our 
dead  hero  is  so  eagerly  read  and 
carefully  treasured  hy  untold  niil- 
lions  of  mourners,  I  have  thought  it 
v.'ise  to  contribute  a  sliort  and  all  to 
incomplete  account  of  his  American 
ancestry,  the  more  readily,  because 
to  my  knowledge  no  account  so  full 
as  the  following  has  appeared  in  any 
shape.  I  acknowledge  many  sins  of 
omission,  necessary  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, but  trust  no  sins  of  com- 
mission will  be  found. 


Any  one  wiio  has  bad  liis  attention 
directed  to  the  various  lives  of  Ck-n- 
eral  Grant  thai  were  written  both 
during  tlie  war  and  since,  nuist  h:ive 
noticed  tlie  peculiarly  unsidisfaclory 
information  given  as  to  his  origin  and 
family  descent.  Some  writers  start 
off  with  the  statement  that  he  was  c^f 
Scotch  origin,  but  trace  his  ancestral 
record  no  farther  back  than  his 
fatluM',  Jesse.  Another  writer  makes 
the  Scotch  reference  more  distinct  by 
telling  us  that  two  Scotch  brothers 
came  over,  one  of  whom  settled  in 
New  Jersey  and  the  other  somewhere 
else,  but  that  Gen.  Grant  descended 
from  the  New  Jersey  settler.  An- 
other l)iograpliy  states  that  the  eariy 
ancestors  of  General  Grant  settled  in 
Connecticut.  This  latter  statement 
IS  correct,  but  no  particulars  arc 
given,  and  1  propose  to  supply,  in 
some  short  manner,  this  defect. 

General  Grant's   chief    pride   was 


the  fact  that  his  family  ^vas  distinct- 
ively American.  In  truth,  tlii'*  fact 
will  l)e  referred  to  by  future  genera- 
tions in  ever-o-ro\ving  admiration, 
tiuit  "he  was  the  noble.^t  American  of 
them  all."  1  esteem  it  a  [)rivileue 
tiiat  1  am  able  to  (iresent  a  few  sen- 
tences from  the  openin<^  chapter  of 
fJeneral  (Jrant's  ''Personal  IMem- 
oirs,"  that  not  only  show  his  strong 
7\merican  feelings,  hut  aptly  illus- 
trate his  [ilain,  vigorous  and  taking 
style  of  composition. 

"]\Iy  family  is  American,  and  has 
been  for  generations,  in  all  its 
branches,  direct  and  collateral. 

"aVlathew  Grant,  the  founder  of 
the  branch  in  ximerica,  of  which  I 
am  a  descendant,  reached  Dorches- 
ter, INIassachnsetts,  in  May,  IHoO. 
In  lO.'!;")  lie  moved  to  what  is  iio\v 
Windsor,  Connecticut,  and  was  the 
surveyor  for  that  colony  for  more 
than  forty  years.  He  was  also,  for 
many  years  of  the  time,  town  clerk. 
He  was  a  married  man  when    be   ar- 


rivc(l  at  Dorclji'ster,  luit  lii>  children 
wvn-  nil  horn  in  this  country.  His 
ohlost  son,  Siinuicl,  tool:  laiuls  on  Ihc 
tast  side  of  the  C'onnt-cticnt  river, 
OiJ])0&;itc  ^\'inllsor,  uhicli  have  heen 
held  and  occnpied  \>y  descendants  of 
his  to  this  day. 

"I  am  of  the  eiiihth  <zeneration 
from  .Mathev,-  Grant." 

1.  I\lAriiF.w'  (iuAN-r  and  wife 
(name  unknown)  caiii''  over  with  the 
W'arham  ^V  .Alax'erick  comi>any  in 
K'l.'iO,  ni  the  u'ood  ship  Jlur//  (tii<l 
Johi),  and  settled  first  at  Dorchester, 
INItiss.  He  wa^  a  freeman  there  in 
1(»31.  In  KiSo,  the  majoi-  part  of 
tin;  compan\',  carrying  the  church 
organization  \vith  them,  removed  to 
Connecticut  and  founded  the  town  of 
Windsor.  In  the  Connecticut  state 
archives  is  a  volume  of  MSS.  relat- 
ing to  private  controversies.  On 
page  loS,  in  a  matter  concerning 
lands  in  dispute  Itctween  Josciih 
Loomis,    Sr.,     and    Joseph    Loomis, 


Jr.,  April  lM,    \i\7'),    Mathfw    (;r;iiit 
t(.'.sUti<'s: 

"And  if  any  (]iit.'siii)ii  my  ujirijiii.- 
acbS  uihI  K'gal  iirtin;;-  ali(;iiL  (iiii'  l!)\vii 
ai'faii-rf,  that  I  [\:\\c  Ixa-ii  cniiil'iyci!  in 
a  mea^^uriii-i;  of  laml  and  oetini'j,-  out 
of  lots  to  MK'ii  v.  hicli  lia^  Ik'l'h  doni- 
by  nu'  from  oni'  lirst  lic^inning  Ii'TC 
conn:  nrxt  S(.'|/t  cmluT  is   10  y«'ia'.        I 

1  Um'.v  !,o  l;ad  a  -rant  to  it  from  llic 
till'  towiismi'ii,  and  town's  iipjtrolia 
tiun,  or  alioiit  rccordinL;-  after  tlie 
i)Ook  \v:is  turned  to  me,  which  is  nc:'.r 
twcnty-thrcc  yo;ir-^  -.incc.  [  can  s;vy 
with  a  clear  conscicma-  I  have  hecn 
careful  to  do  nothinii;  u[)on  one 
mail's  desiri'.' 

As  appears  from  the  ;d)ove.  Math- 
ew  (JrauL  was  -arveyor  ;;','iii  tlie  iiist 
settlemeiil  of  \\'irel^or.  lie  was 
town  clerk  for  many  years  and  kept 
the  church  nicords  still  longer.  On 
these  latter  he  often  added  notes, 
explanatory  or  in  correction,  which 
have  considerable  value  to  the  inves- 


ligator  of  the  present  day.     lie    was 

the     compiler    of    the     ''_;/,/     CIi>ir,:}i 

Ri'rord  so  often  (pioted,  whicli  in   the 

absence  of  (he  e'irii(!-t  reeonJs  of  the 

town  of  Windsor  (  l!'.;;:i-,")0)    assumes 

a  vnhie  v.'hieli  can  scan/ely  In-'    i-slim- 

ated.      Jn  short,  h^e  was  a  [hous,  hard 

working,       conscientiou:,       Chrisiian 

man,    and    a    n'.odel    tow!i    clerk,    of 

whom  this  notice  i>    lint,    too    meager 

for  his  merits.      {>y  !iis  first    wife    he 

had  children 

i        ,Josi:iir^  l;.)iM  111  [).Mclu'-ier,   Mass. 
2    )i        MinniL'l^,   Imuii  hi     Onj  ilic-lcr,    Ants>. 

Novu!;>hiT  VI,  \:;.'A. 
lii      T^h.-in^.    iM.ni    in    Ooicli.;-t.T.    AhihS  , 

icliruaiyii,  hW,, 
iv      JuliH-.  l>>.vn  in  Winii.ui-,    C.nn.,  Api-!, 

:i(i,  KU.'. 

As  is  t'.ie  ease  in  all  other  matter 
of  personal  'letail,  in  regard  to 
her,  (he  ilute  of  the  death 
of  Mathew  Grant's  first  svife  is 
unknijwa,  hnt  it  nuist  liave  occurred 
not  lon;^  after  (he  birth  of  John,  as 
we  lijif'i  iha.t    Matliew  Grant   married 


Susannah     IJock'.vt'll     in       \Viiiil-or, 
Conn.,  ."May    -Ji',     \i\\:,.      By    Ikt    he 
had  0!R'  child 
I'.i.scill;^',  iiiarrifd  Michiiel  I[uin]ilirfy, 

Snsaimah  died  Novcnil.cr  KW;.")-!;; 
Mathcw  ',nrvivi'<l  her  until  liecenilier 
2(i,  ICSl. 

2  Sam!-i:i.-  (Ikant,  (M(ttli>^ir\) 
was  horn  in  1  )i)rrlu'sti'r,  Mas'^.,  No- 
VfUihci-  rj,  Ki.'il,  and  wiMil  a^  a  little 
child  to  Wiiulsor,  Conn.,  where  he 
tnanied  Mary  I'orlcr,  who  was  hoi'n 
in  ](;;ji),  on  .May  27,  \>\r,H.  They 
settled  on  the  little  eniineiiCL-  in  I'car 
of  East  Windsor  ■^heo[o^rlcal  Insti- 
tute, whi(!li  IMathcw.  tiie  fath-r, 
speaks  of  m  li;7')-(i,  in  tl:e  Ol'l 
ChurrJi  /t'e-'o/-,/,  a-,  hciiii^r  tlie  only 
[)lace  in  Llie  .Meadow  winch  was  not 
covered  with  wati-r  in  the  great 
iloods  of  iG3S-;».  This  part  of  Wind- 
sor was  afterwards  kiM^wn  as  East 
Windsor,  and  by  a  more  recent  divis- 
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ion  is  now  Soutli  ^Vin(l-^o^.  Saniiiol 
Granl  anil  Mary  his  wife  liad  nine 
ehiUlreii,  six  sons  and  tlirec  dau^li- 
ters,  of  wlioni  flic  oldest  was 

:i     1     S;iiiui...i;,  born   al.  Kiist    .Vind-oi-,   Cun., 
Ajinl  -jfi,   ii;.V.) 

o  Sa^iiiki."  CiKAN'i',  {iSiimHel-, 
3r(i(heir\)w-A^  l»orn  at  Kast  NVindsnr, 
Conn.,  Ajn-il  L'O,  IC.V.i,  and  niarned, 
tlrsL,  Hannah  Killey,  DeeenduT  U, 
Kis;.).      They  had  only  <Mie   chihl 

i     llannalii,  marncil    In  r   cciUMn     Julin    Cny- 
lonl,  sun  (if   William   Gavlcnl   and    Anna 

Hannah  Filley  Grant  died  April 
18,  1080,  and  Samuel  (Iraut  married, 
second,  Grace  Jilinor,  known  as  the 
"Widow  Bertha,"  Ai)ril  11,  IGSH, 
They  had  seven  children,  (some  say 
eight)  of  whom  the  second  was 

4    ii    i\oali4.  born  October  Hi,  Ui!);;. 

The  house  in  which  Samuel  Grant 
and  his  wife  Grace  lived,  and  where 
N'^ah  Grant,  the    direct    ancestor   of 


II. 


(Umhtu!  (Jraiit  was  Itoni,  is  still  <l:iiKr 
iiiu;,  nlllioiigli  it  has  liceii  since  larfie- 
ly  luhlci]  to.  It  1-,  ii(»w  ,u'r(i[)i(Ml  l,y 
Major  Krt'drrick  \V.  (iranr,  a  dr- 
scciulaiit,  of  lOheiU'Zcr  (iratit,  who 
was  the  yoniii;-c-t  brother  of  Noali 
Grant,  and  the  youngest  ehild  of 
Sauuiel  and  (Ji'aev."  (irant.  Major 
<  iraiit.  is  now  ST  years  old. 

■1  NoAif*  CuANr,  (SidinicP'^  Sion- 
it,^I\  M<(tlu'!i:\)  vvas  Ix.rn  at  East 
Windsor,  (_'onn.,  Oetoher  Kl,  IC'j:?,. 
:ind  married  ^Ahirtha  I  hint  iiinton  of 
Norwich,  Conn.,  Jnne  12,  1717.. 
They  had  children 


1  1  s  ,1(111.(11.0,  imiu.ii-ned,  \va^  killed  nv 
Isetlc,  S.-pi,.nii..N-J5,rO(; 

iv  \.;iitli.i.'..  iiwi.ii  (1  liisl  N. 11.1.111  .M:ilirr 
Ui;l.:(|  ;i:  (  r.,v,-n  I'.mi  .  17.^.'^.  She 
married,  second,  II  ui;iii  \)\  UiGiiiuni' 
Mi  Price. 

No.Ui^    (irant    died     ai      Tolland, 
Conn.,    October    U;,    1727,    and    his 


12 

widow  \rartlia  Lecaine  the  serorKl 
wife  of  Captain  Peter  IJiiell  of  Cov- 
entry, Conn.,  by  whom  she  had  live 
children,  Peter,  Benjaniin,  Aliigail, 
Kuth  and  Klias  IJuell.  This  daughter 
Abigail  married  her  cousin's  son,  Dr. 
Joshua  ]^orter,  from  whom  descended 
General  Peter  Buell  Porter,  late  of 
Niagara  Falls,  and  others.  Captain 
Peter  15uell  had  four  sifters  who  mar- 
ried Porters.  It  will  he  seen  that 
the  (; rant,  J'orter  and  Buell  families 
frequently  intermarried  from  the 
earlies:  down  to  a  very  late  period. 

5  NoAH^  Grant, (A^oa/^-*,  ^Sumnel'^, 
iSamuel-,  3Iathew',)  was  born  about 
17LS  and  married  Susan  Delano 
about  1743.     They  had  children 

G     i  Xi'ali6,bi»r;i  July  4,  ITtt. 

ii  PeieitJ,  umiiurri.d,  in.sl  ai  sea 

lii  Sdloniiiu'!. 

iv  SiiBanmli';. 

On  September  20,  175G,  Captain 
Noah^  Grant  and  Lieutenant  Solo- 
mon^  Grant  were  killed  in  battle. 


i;i 


G  N.)Aii«  GuANT,  (Xonir^,  Noah\ 
Sainiipr\  Samad-,  Matherr\)  was 
horn  July  1,  1711,  prol)ahly  at  Tol- 
land, Coiiii.  Alt(jut  1777,  he  mar- 
rid,  first,  widow  Anna  Kicbardson, 
daiightc-r  of  Altel  Ijuell,  bora  August 
17,  17;;m  by  whom  he  IkmI  children 

i     Sol(.iiioii7. 

ii     l'ctri-7,  <li-owneilJiinuury  10,   18'>:t,   l.-nvhiK' 
alargf  fiiiiiily. 

Altout  17:i(',  Anna  Kichard-on 
(Uuell)  Crantdied,  and  NoaliHlrant 
took  his  youngest  l)oy,  8  or  10  years 
old,  and  moved  to  wi;stern  Pennsyl- 
vania. Here  he  married,  second, 
Rachel  Kelly,  March  1,  171)2.  They 
had  children 

i        Susan?,  Ijoni  Doceniljer  7, 17fl'2. 
7    ii      Jose  luiol",  boni  January  -2:1,  JT'Jl 
iii      Mui'«arcl7,  bovu  OcIhIrt  -23,  17'.'a. 
iv      Noah7,  liorn  November,  17!)7,  .lied  Jun- 
iiary  lo,  ls21. 

V  Joha7,  born  June  2,  17'.i'J.  died  January 

23,  1832. 

VI  lloswelU,  born  Janu  try  b).  1802. 
vii     Rachel?,  born  Si-ntember  10,  1S03. 


]) 


7  JksseRootMIrant,  (.Vo'(/;'\  N'vih'', 

X'xilr.  S.nai("l\  S,u,nn'!\  Jf,,thr»\) 
\v;is  !)(»ni  ill  \V('-,tLTii  !'.Mins\iv:uii;i, 
.Jaminry  l^■^  ITW  I,  .'nhl  i-<Mii(ivr(I  tn 
Suiilli.Tii  ()!iio  in  Jimr,  Isiji).  srMlino- 
in  ( 'Irnnoiit  ("otin'y.  hi  ,Jii;k',  is-J  1, 
he  iiKin-itMl  l[:uiii:ili  Siinii-oii,  late 
froiii  ur:u-  J'liihub'lpiiia.  'I'licy  liad 
■jhiMriMi 


iV       Vli.L;im;,\  b  nn   l<-l,ni,My  '.'li,  I -.J 
V       OimI  I,.i  iMM-ii  M  I     )-,,  !>;:,. 
vi       M.n-y  h   h  i„,ni  .J,il_\  :,n,  is,!'.!. 

It  iias  been  gererally  i<i!i)pase(l 
that  General  (irant  ua-,  naiued  Iliraiii 
ITIyssew,  ami  that  liy  some  ini^taiie 
his  name  was  sent  to  the  militarv 
autliontitjs  when  he  entered  West 
I'oinl,  as  Ulysses  S.,  \vhieli  ciiange 
(lad  been  aftei'^varJs  acquiesced  ia 
iJiit  this  is  not  correct, as  Ihe  foilowing 
extract  from  a  letter  written  in    loHo 
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by  Jesse  K.  Grant  to  Richard  A. 
Wheeler  of  Stoningtoii,  Conn.,  will 
show. 

"As  is  usually  the  case  with  the 
first,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  anx- 
iety altout  selecting  a  name  for  tlie 
clidd.  It  was  linally  settled  that  tlie 
half  a  dozen  names  selected  by  the 
family  should  he  all  [)Ut  in  a  hat, 
and  the  first  drawn  should  be  the 
name.  Tlysscs  was  drawn,  and  his 
nidtlicr's  maiden  name  (Simii-on) 
atloi)ted  f(jr'  the  middli'  name." 

The  letter  from  which  the  above 
extract  is  taken  is  now  in  the  [)Os.ses- 
sion  of  lion.  Charles  J.  Iloadley, 
State  Jjihrarian  of  Connectieut. 

8  Ulyssks  Simtson'^  Grant  {Jesse 
Root\  Noah*^,  Noah^,  XnohK  ^'^/i  • 
tteP,  t'^uin.ael',  3IatJtenj^) 

ISoni  at  Mwiint  Pli'asmit,  Ohio,  Aiivil  '27,    l^i'.*.'. 
EiUcrrd  West  I'l.uit  Militiiry  Acadeiiiy  18:i',). 
Graduated  mid  enterud  the  aruiy  l«i:i. 
Coiiuiiissioned  full  Lieutenant  Se;it.  :iO,  isi.5. 
Proinott-d  to  First  Lieuli'iiaut  Seiil.  8,  1S47. 
Married  to  Miss  Julia  T.  Dent  ISls. 
Pioinoted  toCai)tain  Aug.  5,  lS5;i. 
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Ri'sitr.io.lJulrSl,  ISVl 

llepurlel   lor   duty   ti    (iovcriioi  Yatc^, 
19,  l^^t.l. 

MadeCloiu'l -ilst  If^vl.  111.  \-.,l,  Jinic  i: 

<'.>:iiiiii,--i.i,K'.l  r,riu;:i  Hit  (i   iKTal  VmI.   ; 
is;l. 

Itatlle  .if  Ik'lMiM.it  Nov.  8,   INH. 

CapluiH'.!  h'uvl  llcm-y  Fuli.  C,.',  18(J. 

(JaiiUirr.l  I  ..rt  D.ineNon  h\b.  10,  18G-2. 

Battle  of  Shiloli  April  <i-7,  IM-'. 

N'iokslim-f?  caiUun^  I  July  4,  INii. 

i'roiuotiMl  to  Major   (iLMrral,    K'^'al.ir 
July.   ISiy 

liattloolCliallan.io.^a  No\.  ^:i-.:^,  1S(1 ;. 

Made  [-U'ul  •nai.t<..Mi,'ral  Marrli  II,  Hi4. 

.Movud  on  I'.iclmioiul  May:!    I8i;i. 

liiittio  or  llio  >Vitaeracs^  ^;ay  :.,  li  an  1  7, 

Haul;  ot'Sp   t>ylvaiiia  I'ourl   IIoum;    \la} 

12,  i-a. 

(  oM  ilarb  ir  June  1,  18,4. 
I'uler:,biii-  — :ii-.~t  altack,  Jiiiif  17.  1  lU. 
Pet.-i.sbiu-u— SL-cond  a>:-ault,  Jul'.  .-JO,  Hr, 
llaicber's  U  in  March  •.".),  18  h. 
Kive  Korks  \pril  1,  lSti5 
reti-rsburi?  captiux'd    Vpri;-^,    18(r.. 
Uic'im  .lid  captilr  d  .\pril   ;,  18i'>5. 
Lee  siiri-endrri'd  April  '.\  18i)'.. 
I 'omiulHsioned  (ifUtiral  July  -5,  l:^G  ;. 
Made  Sccri'tary  of  War  .\u^.  V2,  18.7. 
Noniitiati'd  f,,r  ■•r,->bb.iu  at  Uhicago,   M;! 
1868. 

K(<non\iiia;.-d  at  I'hiladolphia  Jimo  r>,  1> 
lieUred  iV.iiii  tliu  I'reMd.jnii,.!  olllc.'  M,n 
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Uc^an  his  /oreigu  tour  May  17,  ]S:7. 
Uet\irn(.'d  via  San  Francisco  ■^ept.  JO,  IM7'J. 
Ueceived  in  Chicago  Nov.  12,  ibid. 
Made  touriu  Mexico  1880 
Second  lour  in  Mexico  1831. 
Located  in  New  York  li^S'J. 
Placed  on  the  retired  list  March  3,  1885. 
Died  at  8:08  o'chjck  Thursday,  July   2),  188,'>  , 
Aged  (J3  years,  '2  inouths,  ■2'\  day.s. 


4-r-'>-o^  ^-'^ 


